The pathogenetic connection between Graves' disease and chronic lymphocytic thyroiditis. (The role and incidence of thyroid stimulating antibodies).
Antibody-positivity to thyroid specific antigens (Htg, microsomal) and/or lymphocytic infiltration of the gland's parenchyma were observed in 207 (55%) of 377 patients with Graves's disease. Only in 48 (12.7%) of the cases were the findings in agreement with the criteria of chronic lymphocytic thyroiditis. Human thyroid stimulating antibody (HTSab) was detected in 135 (65%) of these 207 patients. In cases of Graves' disease associated with chronic lymphocytic thyroiditis, this proportion was found to be as high as 89.6% and attained even 100% in cases of Hashitoxicosis (39 patients). The presence of HTSab thus seems to form one of the features of patients with Hashitoxicosis. Infiltrative ophthalmopathy also showed a remarkably high incidence (59%) in this porcess. The typical prevalence of Graves' disease in females in the present material attained a 15:1 female-to-male ratio when the disease was associated with chronic lymphocytic thyroiditis. The results of the present study suggest that chronic lymphocytic thyroiditis associated with Graves' disease promotes the formation of thyroid stimulating antibodies.